
Tips and strategies for the 
2025-26 FAFSA



FSA ID Creation



Creating FSA ID accounts

Student ParentFSA ID FSA ID

Student must have an SSN

• Name used for FSA ID must match 
name on Social Security card

• Email should not be school email

Parent with SSN

• Name used for FSA ID must match 
name on Social Security card

• Unique email (not the student’s)

Identity verification with the IRS can take up to 3 business days. 

Contributors should wait for this time until they complete the FAFSA.



Creating FSA ID accounts

Student ParentFSA ID FSA ID

Student must have an SSN

• Name used for FSA ID must match 
name on Social Security card

• Email should not be school email

Parent without SSN

• Cannot use ITIN in place of the SSN.

• Enter your mailing address – take a 
screenshot of the address entered!

• You may be presented with 
verification questions, if not, you will 
receive an email to manually verify

• You can and should contribute to the 
form before verification is complete



Single, Separated or Divorced Parents

Only one parent completes the FAFSA, if parents do not live together

The parent who provided the greater financial support 
during the 12 months prior to application.

It has nothing to do with:
• which parent has greater legal custody
• which parent claims the student on their 2023 or 2024 tax return

WHO?
You determine what constitutes greater financial support.

If that parent is remarried, their spouse also completes the FAFSA.



Which parents need an FSA ID

Parent FSA ID

If both parents have SSNs and filed 
2023 taxes “Married filing jointly”

When married, it depends on 2023 tax filing status

Only one parent needs an FSA 

ID and contributes.

If only one parent has an SSN and they 
filed 2023 taxes “Married filing jointly”

    OR

If parents filed any other status or did 
not file 2023 taxes

Both parents need FSA IDs and 

contribute.



Creating FSA ID accounts

Resources

uAspire: FSA ID How to Guide

FSA: Creating Your StudentAid.gov Account

College Money Method: Guide to creating your FSA ID

FSA: Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA® form?

https://www.uaspire.org/getattachment/eafd9e25-0c22-451e-96bc-4879c0282c80/FY25-FSA-ID-How-to-Guide.pdf?lang=en-US
https://studentaid.gov/resources/prepare-for-college/creating-your-account
https://www.collegemoneymethod.com/how-to-create-your-fsa-id/
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


Completing the FAFSA



Information needed to apply

❑ 2023 federal tax returns

❑ Financial statements for savings, investments, etc.. on filing date 
(Print them out)

❑ Additional financial information: property value, mortgage 

Download the list of financial documents

Download the list of financial documents

https://www.collegemoneymethod.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/College-Money-Method-Financial-Documents-for-2025-26-Financial-Aid-Applications-1.pdf


Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

Parent

FSA ID

All contributors MUST provide 
consent for IRS data sharing, 
regardless of US tax filing status.



Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

•Student starts FAFSA

• Invites Parent/s

•Completes Student sections

•Signs and submits

Parent

FSA ID



Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

•Student starts FAFSA

• Invites Parent/s

If Parents are separated or divorced and no 
longer live together, then…

Parent contributor is the parent who provided 
the greater financial support in the 12 months 
prior to FAFSA.



Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

•Student starts FAFSA

• Invites Parent/s

Parent info entered must exactly match 
parent information on the FSA ID

• First Name 

• Last Name

• Date of Birth

• Social Security Number



Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

•Student starts FAFSA

• Invites Parent/s

If Parent does not have an SSN, all info must exactly 
match parent info on the FSA ID

• First Name

• Last Name 

• Date of Birth

• Mailing Address, e.g. ”Road” vs “Rd”

Parent ITIN cannot be used in place of SSN



Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

•Student starts FAFSA

• Invites Parent/s

•Completes Student sections

•Signs and submits

Parent

FSA ID

•Parent accepts invite

•Completes Parent sections



Completing the FAFSA

If Parent does not have an SSN, all income info is 
manually entered even when having filed 2023 
return with an ITIN.

Parent

FSA ID

•Parent accepts invite

•Completes Parent sections



Completing the FAFSA

Parent

FSA ID

•Parent accepts invite

•Completes Parent sections

Other scenarios:

• Parent marital status today is Single, 
Separated, or Divorced but filed 2023 taxes 
“Married filing jointly”

• Late tax filers

• Tax filers in another country



Completing the FAFSA

Parent

FSA ID

•Parent accepts invite

•Completes Parent sections

Family size comes from dependents on 2023 tax 
form,  but may be different

• Divorced parents, alternate years for 
claiming dependents

• Relatives living at home



Completing the FAFSA

Student

FSA ID

•Student starts FAFSA

• Invites Parent

•Completes Student sections

•Signs and submits

Parent

FSA ID

•Parent accepts invite

•Completes Parent sections

•Signs and submits

Completed 

FAFSA



Completing the FAFSA

• FAFSA takes 3-4 days to process 
after all contributors have completed 
their sections

• Eligibility Overview includes your 
Student Aid Index (SAI)

• Corrections are available under the 
FAFSA Form Answers Tab

• When you need to add more than 20 
schools, you can choose “Add or 
Remove Schools” and delete a 
school only after confirmation of 
FAFSA receipt

Next steps:



Completing the FAFSA

Resources

FSA: Pro Tips for the FAFSA Form

uAspire: Tax Information for the FAFSA

FSA: 2025–26 Counselor Resource for Completing the FAFSA Form : 
pages 16-22

FSA: How To Submit the FAFSA Form if Your Contributor Doesn’t Have an 
SSN

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/pro-tips
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.ncan.org/resource/resmgr/better_fafsa/25-26_fafsa/2023_Federal_Tax_Information.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/2025-26-fafsa-counselor-resource.pdf
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/2025-26-fafsa-counselor-resource.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/fafsa-support/contributor-social-security-number
https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/fafsa-support/contributor-social-security-number
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